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Frameworks for Consistency and Transparency

COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK

key factors such as alternatives to OER and
their costs, stakeholders who may experience costs or benefits,
and assumptions about factors that shape the analysis such as
student behavior, faculty behavior, or institutional practice;

the costs and benefits that
could be realized, which can range from the time needed to
create OER and lost bookstore revenue on one side and
greater student retention and attainment on the other;

benefits and costs to students, institutions,

and systems.
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COMPARING OER TO ALTERNATIVE MODELS

The table below provides an overview of the most popular alternative approaches to lowering
textbook costs and how they do and do not achieve OER'’s student-centered benefits.*

IS THE RESOURCE...

Public domain Available Available Free from cost Free from
or openly when a course inperpetuity?  in at least one  personal data
licensed? starts? form to students? ~ sharing?

OPEN EDUCATIONAL :
RESOURCES (OER) Always Always Always Always Always

PRINTED COMMERCIAL @

MATERIALS RENTAL

®
1)
:

()

Never Sometimes Never

0
()
10
©
©

LIBRARY RESOURCES

Rarely Sometimes Always Always

LOW-COST PRINT OPTIONS OR
COMPLIMENTARY RESOURCES : - @ @ @
OF OER : Always Sometimes Always Never Often

USED BOOKS OR OTHER ALL :
RIGHTS RESERVED MATERIALS : - @ [E] @ @
WITH LOWER COSTS Never Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes Often
INCLUSIVE ACCESS  : -~ @ @

P MIDWESTERN

. . . | . . HIGHER EDUCATION
*The answers in this table are generalized; they may be different in different contexts. sl COMPACT

)




image3.png
State and Systems Survey Results
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State and Systems Survey Results
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State and Systems Survey Results
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CALCULATING STUDENT COST SAVINGS
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