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Poll Question #1
What role do you have at your campus?

a. Faculty teaching a CTE course
b. Administrator of a CTE program
c. Instructional design and/or technology support 

for CTE program
d. Advisor for a CTE program
e. Other



Poll Question #2
Why are you attending this webinar? 

a. Looking for online teaching materials to build into 
my courses 

b. Strategies to help me teach during COVID Advisor 
for a CTE program

c. Help in moving programs, including 
apprenticeship programs online



Poll Question #3
Have you used OER before?

a. Yes
b. No
c. Don’t know
d. Don’t know what OER is



SkillsCommons: Free and Open Online 
Library of CTE Instructional Materials 

and Program Support Resources

Gerry Hanley, Ph.D.
Executive Director, SkillsCommons & MERLOT

Director, Center for Usability in Design and Accessibility

California State University, Long Beach

Midwestern Higher Education Compact

Oct 8, 2020



Leveraging SkillsCommons!

• Provide Free and Easy Access to Teaching/ 
Learning Materials, Strategies, & Tools to 
support your CTE programs.

2

My Job:  Give You A Gift and 
Not A Burden



What I’ll Present Today

• Background on SkillsCommons

• Demonstrate how you can use it now.

• Using SkillsCommons to support your 
CTE programs, work-based learning & 
apprenticeships during COVID



Design innovative and effective programs that 
address specific industry needs and lead to improved 
learning, completion and career outcomes for TAA-
eligible workers and other adults. 

Engaged 62% of the nation’s community colleges.



Accelerated Programs 
Designed for Adults

developed with employer partners.

eLearning, credit for prior learning, competency-based 

models, stacked/latticed credentials, & innovative models to 

increase access to credentials for underprepared learners.

including on-the-job training, internships, and registered 

apprenticeships.



World’s Largest Collection 
of OER in Workforce Dev

All grant funded materials were: 

• Designed to meet employer needs- TAACCCT 
projects had to have an industry partner.

• Assigned a Creative Commons license so you 
can reuse, revise, remix, retain, and 
redistribute them.

• Evaluated by subject matter experts for 
quality 

• Uploaded to SkillsCommons.org



www.skillscommons.org



Demo

• What’s in the library?

• What’s in the Showcases?

• What’s in the Connect Center?

• How can you help me move my 
programs, faculty, and students online 
successfully?

www.skillscommons.org



SkillsCommons.org

https://www.skillscommons.org/
https://www.skillscommons.org/
https://www.skillscommons.org/
https://www.skillscommons.org/
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www.skillscommons.org
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www.skillscommons.org



Work-Based Learning & 
Apprenticeships - Strategies



Work-Based Learning & 
Apprenticeships - Strategies



Work-Based Learning & 
Apprenticeships - Resources



Work-Based Learning & 
Apprenticeships - Resources



Industry Expert to        
Expert Instructor

http://support.skillscommons.org/showcases/open-courseware/teacher-training/jumpstart/


Industry Expert to        
Expert Instructor

http://support.skillscommons.org/showcases/open-courseware/teacher-training/jumpstart/


SkillsCommons, MERLOT tools, 
and  COVID-19

• COVID-19 Response 

Site: 

Teaching and Learning 

Online

• Open CTE Resources 

• Full Courses: Hygiene, 

Safety, Infectious 

Materials

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewSite.htm?id=9160704
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewSite.htm?id=9160704&pageid=9181342
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewSite.htm?id=9160704
http://support.skillscommons.org/showcases/open-courseware/


19

https://www.merlot.org/merlot/viewSite.htm?id=9160704
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Redesigning Courses with Tech• Explore over 700 open educational practices in ePortfolios
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Custom Portal for 
Georgia



Custom Portal for 
Wisconsin



Our Partnerships and Support 
Systems

http://oma.skillscommons.org/
http://support.skillscommons.org/showcases/open-courseware/
http://support.skillscommons.org/showcases/open-courseware/teacher-training/jumpstart/
http://skillscommons.csuprojects.org/


Ohio Manufacturing Assoc.

OMA.skillscommons.org

• Custom collection

• Custom branding

http://oma.skillscommons.org/


http://support.skillscommons.org/connect/industry/it/nh-tech-oer-portal/


als.skillscommons.org

One-Stop-Shop 

for free online 

learning 

materials



Follow Us!

Stay Current! Follow Us on Social Media!

www.skillscommons.org/Facebook

bit.ly/merlot-facebook

www.twitter.com/SkillsCommons

bit.ly/merlot-twitter(@MERLOTorg)

www.linkedin.com/company/6650163

bit.ly/merlot-linkedin

Tweet Today’s Session

http://www.skillscommons.org/Facebook
http://www.twitter.com/SkillsCommons
http://www.linkedin.com/company/6650163


Let’s Talk!

Gerry Hanley, Ph.D.

Director, CSULB Center for Usability in Design 

and Accessibility (CUDA)

Executive Director, MERLOT & SkillsCommons 

Professor Emeritus of Psychology

Department of Psychology

California State University, Long Beach

1250 Bellflower Blvd

Long Beach, CA 90840

gerry.hanley@csulb.edu

mailto:gerry.hanley@csulb.edu


THANK YOU

Questions?



FUN FACTS

 Currently has over 65,000 downloadable files organized as 16,500 
cataloged resources

 Current download rate is about 200,000 downloads per quarter

 Already surpassed 2,900,000 downloads since collection opened

 Every country and territory in the world (230) have had visitors to 
SkillsCommons.

 26 Teaching-Learning Online OER Portals remixed and revised

 12 institutions adopting customized Affordable Learning Solutions

 2 Industry sector adopted our Workforce Training Portal 

 1 Higher education system has adopted and customized our OER 
repository services (Colorado Community College System)

 1 Higher education institution has adopted our apprenticeship 
services (DoL grant) (Lorrain Community College)



Poll Question #4
Have you learned something that will help you 
immediate in your teaching?

a. Yes
b. No



Poll Question #5
Would you like a more extended virtual workshop on 
using SkillsCommons?

a. Yes
b. No



Upcoming Webinars
October 29, 1:00 p.m. CDT
5 Books in 4 Years – How Do We Do It?!

http://mhec.org/events

http://mhec.org/events


Questions

Submit 
questions in 
the questions 
box.



Contact
Jenny Parks
Vice President
(612) 677-2779
jennyp@mhec.org 

mailto:jennyp@mhec.org


Thank you!

Additional Information 
https://www.mhec.org/oer

https://www.mhec.org/oer
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